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Explanation of the inspection levels used in the report

Outstanding- exceptionally high quality of performance or practice.
Good - the expected level of quality for every school in Dubai.

Acceptable - the minimum level of acceptability required for Dubai. All key aspects of performance
and practice in every school should meet or exceed this level.

Unsatisfactory - quality not yet at the level acceptable for schools in Dubai. Schools will be
expected to take urgent measures to improve the quality of any aspect of their performance or
practice that is judged at this level.

The School of Research Science was inspected in February 2011 as part of the regular
inspection of all schools in Dubai. The inspection covered key aspects of the work of the school
at all stages. It evaluated students’ achievements, the effectiveness of the school, the
environment for learning, the school’s processes for self-evaluation and capacity for
improvement. There was a particular focus on students” progress in Islamic Education (for
Muslim students), Arabic, English, mathematics and science.

Basic information about the school

Located in Al Qusais, The School of Research Science is a private school providing education for
boys and girls from Foundation Stage to Year 12, aged three to 18 years. The school follows
the International Primary Curriculum and the English National Curriculum. At the time of the
inspection, there were 1220 students on roll. The student attendance reported by the school
for the last academic session was acceptable.

Dubai Schools Inspection Bureau (DSIB) analysed responses to on-line questionnaires
completed by parents. Overall, parents were very pleased with most aspects of the work of
the school but a minority of parents felt that they did not have sufficient information from the
school to help their children at home with academic work. Almost all were strongly supportive
of the developments the school had made over the last year, their children’s progress in key
subjects and the leadership and management of the school. A few parents expressed concerns
about parental involvement in the school and about the amount of homework.
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How well does the school perform overall?

The School of Research Science provided a good education for its students and had the
capacity to make further progress. The school had responded very positively to the
recommendations of the last inspection.

Attainment and progress was outstanding in Islamic Education and Arabic as a first language
throughout the school. Attainment in mathematics and science in the secondary and post-16
phases was outstanding and good in English. Progress across the school was at least good and
at times outstanding. The attitude and behaviour of students was good. They were courteous,
engaging and committed to their studies. They were well aware of community responsibilities,
had an outstanding sense of the moral and social values, of Islam and they fully appreciated
the multi-cultural nature of Dubai. Teaching was good and several outstanding lessons were
observed. Teachers’ strong subject knowledge, detailed lesson planning and high expectations
contributed to the students’ good learning and progress. Teachers managed lessons well. The
use of information and communication technology (ICT) by teachers and students had
improved, but was not prevalent in lessons. Assessment was good and had improved since the
last inspection. Marking, in the main, was detailed with helpful guidance for development.
The curriculum was good. It had been improved by the adoption of the International Primary
Curriculum (IPC) in the primary phase and a concentration on curriculum transition between
phases. The curriculum was well supported by extra-curricular activities but cross-curricular
links were in their infancy. The care of students and health and safety procedures were good.
Staff showed a high level of professional care for students and facilities were safe, secure and
well maintained. The leadership and management were good with a number of outstanding
features. Management had improved by involving all staff in raising standards and promoting
the school’s ethos. Evaluation of all aspects of the school had been shared more widely
through the school community and this had contributed to more effective forward planning.
The partnership with parents and the community was good with improvements in
communication and students’ greater involvement in community projects. Governance was
good and had supported the school improvement by contributions to self-evaluation and
challenge to the management. Staffing, facilities and resources were good. The issue of staff
turnover had been addressed and an increase in continuing professional development was a
notable feature of the work of the school.




































